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On Jan. 15, the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that a Mexican ban on swine
imports from the US had been suspended. Imposed on Dec. 15 last year, the ban was a response
to reported cases of SIRS (swine infertility and respiratory syndrome), also known as "mystery
swine disease." Under terms of an agreement accepted by Mexican officials, the USDA will seek
to ensure that hogs sold and shipped for slaughter are "clinically free" of SIRS. The animals must
be transported in sealed trucks. Shippers of hogs for slaughter must also obtain permits from the
USDA, to be issued five days after application. Next, shipment of hogs for breeding will be approved
only in the case of farms reporting no SIRS cases over the previous 24 months. (Source: Mexico City
News, 01/16/92)
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